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Goals

• 1. Present some ideas for engaging 
students

• 2. Have fun



Premises 

• 1. Legal ed and the profession should be 
about thinking, acting and feeling. 

• 2. To better engage students, use advances 
in learning from other disciplines.



Our Brains

• 1. Are social

• 2. Are mostly unconscious pattern seeking 
devices

• 3. Learn and change by paying attention

• 4. Forget rapidly [the forgetting curve]

• 5. Often uses emotive cognition





Reframing online learning

• Old:  pizza delivery of information.

• New: 

• (a) creating a mobile learning 

• environment for

• (b) building skills, processes and values

•



Building Skills, Values, Processes

• 1. Building Skills – What Qs wld students 
ask? (Reverse the Field). As judges? As trial 
Attorneys?  Empathic imagination? 

• 2. Creating Values –

• Crim. Prob. #1:  Which is worse? 

• Adultery. Perjury, River Pollution, or 
Possession of Cocaine



Crim Prob #2: $20 is sticking out of an 
ATM late at night with no one around. 
Would you take it? Make it unlawful?

• 3. Exploring Processes – Visible Learning

• E.g., Character Evidence Steps: 

• 1. Is it Char? 

• 2. Gen’l Rule? 

• 3. Exceptions?



Better Learning Strategies

1. Spaced Repetition (learning loops)

2. Regular Quizzing    (low-stakes)

3. Interleaved issue spotting and 
organizing               (what/ how to)



Engagement Methods

• Before and After Class

• 1. Change the center of gravity from class 
to  before and after class

• A.  Preview: video, Class Qs, probs., quiz

• B.  Review: podcast, Post Qs, quiz, opt’l
sessions



Use Schema: “The big house of due process"



The Criminal Law Highway



Discussion Posting

• 1.  Jigsaw – create experts in community 
policing, self-defense law, local case law

• 2. Role play – If you were to reorganize the 
role of the police, how would you do it if 
you are a legislator, a prosecutor, a citizen

• 3. Deliverables - Interview, find, react to…. 



Class Sessions

• 1. Divide into segments: 

• A. Beginning (connections) 

• B. Middle (note break)

• C. End (Most important/difficult 
points?)  [One take-away here?]

• 2. All writes in chat

• 3. Problem pair-share

• 4. Multiple Breaks



Well-Being

• 1. Gratitude breaks. (Meta-cognition)

• 2. Write: What are three ways you are 
engaging in self-care?

• 3. Small Groups: First car?  First concert? 
Foods ate growing up?  Pets?



The End

• Of this presentation…..

• And the beginning of ……..


