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Welcome & Introduction

Leanne Fuith

Professor and Dean of 

Career and Professional 

Development,

Mitchell Hamline School of 

Law
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Logistics

 Format

 How to ask questions

 Webinar will be recorded and available for 

on-demand viewing

AALS Section on Technology, Law and Legal Education
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John Mayer
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 Executive Director, Center for 
Computer-Assisted Legal Instruction 
(CALI) since 1994

 MS and BS in Computer Science 
(Northwestern & IIT)

 Worked in Legal Education for 33+ 
years

 jmayer@cali.org / @johnpmayer

mailto:jmayer@cali.org
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https://onlineteaching.classcaster.net/aals-webinars/

http://cca.li/1ze
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https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/basics/formative-summative.html

https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/basics/formative-summative.html
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https://www.edglossary.org/formative-assessment/

https://www.edglossary.org/formative-assessment/
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Concept Maps
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Concept Maps
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https://www.mindmeister.com/76703695/evidence?fullscreen=1

https://www.mindmeister.com/76703695/evidence?fullscreen=1
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_concept-_and_mind-mapping_software#Free_and_open-source

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_concept-_and_mind-mapping_software#Free_and_open-source


AALS Technology Section Webinar Series

CONCEPT MAP AS FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
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 Where do students struggle?

 Where do you struggle?

 What always seems to be left out?

 Let students look at each other’s work AFTER they do their 
own

 Building a concept IS learning – so is looking at someone 

 Not all legal areas are easily mappable – so 
allow/encourage imagination
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https://www.lucidchart.com/invitations/accept/c3c0d6f2-9a6e-47fa-b0fa-1638cad7d85f
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https://www.lucidchart.com/invitations/accept/c3c0d6f2-9a6e-47fa-b0fa-1638cad7d85f
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POLLING
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POLLING – https://instapoll.cali.org Poll# XXXX
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A.John is a great instructor

B.John could be doing a better job

https://PollEv.com/surveys/ApB0SkZ7mOv3KaGmkzjDe/respond

https://instapoll.cali.org/
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A.John is a great instructor

B.John could be doing a better job

Polling is great for anonymity

POLLING – https://instapoll.cali.org Poll# XXXX

https://instapoll.cali.org/
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A.I’m teaching too fast

B.I’m teaching too slow

C.Goldilocks!!!

POLLING – https://instapoll.cali.org Poll# XXXX

https://instapoll.cali.org/
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POLLING
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A.I’m teaching too fast

B.I’m teaching too slow

C.Goldilocks!!!

Polling is great for “big picture”
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POLLING
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What Rule defines what hearsay statements 
are admissible in evidence if the declarant is 
unavailable as a witness.

A. 801
B. 802
C. 803
D. 804
E. 811
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What Rule defines what hearsay statements 
are admissible in evidence if the declarant is 
unavailable as a witness.

A. 801
B. 802
C. 803
D. 804
E. 811

Polling forces “retrieval”
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23

What Rule defines what hearsay statements 
are admissible in evidence if the declarant is 
unavailable as a witness.

A. 801
B. 802
C. 803
D. 804
E. 811

Polling forces “retrieval”

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/retrieval-practice/

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/retrieval-practice/
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POLLING
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What Rule defines what hearsay statements 
are admissible in evidence if the declarant is 
unavailable as a witness.

A. 801
B. 802
C. 803
D. 804
E. 811

Polling forces “retrieval”

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/retrieval-practice/

This is why 
CRAMMING doesn’t 

work too well

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/retrieval-practice/
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POLLING
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What Rule defines what hearsay statements 
are admissible in evidence if the declarant is 
unavailable as a witness.

A. 801
B. 802
C. 803
D. 804
E. 811

Polling forces “retrieval”

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/retrieval-practice/

This spacing causes students to 
forget some of the material, and the 
struggle involved in trying to recall it 
strengthens their long-term learning

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/retrieval-practice/
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POLLING
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Create polls NOW for every single concept you 
teach and for every single class.  

Have them in your arsenal ready to use. 

What do you want your students to be able to 
retrieve? 

Use polls from previous classes going forward – be 
sneaky! (it’s formative!)
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EXPERTS WHO TEACH
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https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1418&context=podimproveacad

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1418&context=podimproveacad
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EXPERTS WHO TEACH
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https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1418&context=podimproveacad

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1418&context=podimproveacad
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EXPERTS WHO TEACH

- Novices are tied to deliberate problem solving and 

stepwise rules 

- experts can solve problems using efficient holistic 

methods

- New teachers are often rigidly focused on their notes. 

They cover the material as if they were dictating. When 

asked a question that is out of sequence they might 

likely answer with "I'll be getting to that later. ••
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https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1418&context=podimproveacad

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1418&context=podimproveacad
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EXPERTS WHO TEACH

- Experienced teachers, in contrast, have organized 

their infonnation into curriculum scripts

- Curriculum scripts are little packages for teaching 

particular concepts. They include sets of learning 

objectives, teaching methods (such as examples and 

questions), and knowledge of the students' most likely 

misconceptions. 
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https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1418&context=podimproveacad

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1418&context=podimproveacad
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QUIZZES
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MCQs – create 5-10 for every single class you teach

Include feedback or a rubric available afterward 
(why are the correct answers correct?)

Create a ‘study group’ of other instructors who are 
teaching the same subject and share MCQs
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QUIZZES
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MCQs – create 5-10 for every single class you teach

Include feedback or a rubric available afterward 
(why are the correct answers correct?)

Create a ‘study group’ of other instructors who are 
teaching the same subject and share MCQs
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http://onlineteaching.classcaster.net/files/2020/06/multiple_choice_drafting_guidelines_by_s_2.-Case-of-NCBE-1.pdf

http://onlineteaching.classcaster.net/files/2020/06/multiple_choice_drafting_guidelines_by_s_2.-Case-of-NCBE-1.pdf
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http://onlineteaching.classcaster.net/files/2020/06/multiple_choice_drafting_guidelines_by_s_2.-Case-of-NCBE-1.pdf

http://onlineteaching.classcaster.net/files/2020/06/multiple_choice_drafting_guidelines_by_s_2.-Case-of-NCBE-1.pdf
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http://onlineteaching.classcaster.net/files/2020/06/multiple_choice_drafting_guidelines_by_s_2.-Case-of-NCBE-1.pdf

http://onlineteaching.classcaster.net/files/2020/06/multiple_choice_drafting_guidelines_by_s_2.-Case-of-NCBE-1.pdf
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QUIZZES
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MCQs – create 5-10 for every single class you teach

Include feedback or a rubric available afterward 
(why are the correct answers correct?)

Create a ‘study group’ of other instructors who are 
teaching the same subject and share MCQs
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QUIZZES – WHAT SHOULD I USE
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BEST = Your LMS to reduce complexity/integrate 
with your gradebook

CALI’s QuizWright - https://www.cali.org/quizwright/

Quizzizz - https://quizizz.com/

What quiz tool have you used – put it into the 
Chat!

https://www.cali.org/quizwright/
https://quizizz.com/
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CALI LESSONS 

38

Hypotheticals + MCQs + Instant Feedback

Written and Reviewed by Law Faculty

1000+ of them in 40 different legal subject areas

LessonLink

LessonLive
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https://www.cali.org/lessonlink/532/EVD08/6991/jq

http://cca.li/1zf
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… BECAUSE IT TEACHES STUDENTS TO SELF-

ASSESS – TO LEARN HOW TO IMPROVE THEIR 

OWN LEARNING.

41

WHY FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT IS VITAL
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https://teacherhead.com/2019/01/10/revisiting-dylan-wiliams-five-brilliant-formative-assessment-strategies/

https://teacherhead.com/2019/01/10/revisiting-dylan-wiliams-five-brilliant-formative-assessment-strategies/
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https://teacherhead.com/2019/01/10/revisiting-dylan-wiliams-five-brilliant-formative-assessment-strategies/

https://teacherhead.com/2019/01/10/revisiting-dylan-wiliams-five-brilliant-formative-assessment-strategies/
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https://teacherhead.com/2019/01/10/revisiting-dylan-wiliams-five-brilliant-formative-assessment-strategies/

https://teacherhead.com/2019/01/10/revisiting-dylan-wiliams-five-brilliant-formative-assessment-strategies/
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why ‘hands up’ is such a poor strategy:

- Only one person gets to answer at a time so you have no idea what 

most people are thinking.

- The answer can be offered before others have had a chance to work it 

out for themselves.

- Students can opt out of answering or thinking altogether if they choose 

to. They can hide.

- It is difficult to express confusion or simply to say that you don’t know the 

answer.

- In the ‘forest of hands’ scenario, the competitiveness inhibits less 

confident students (and there are gender-specific behaviours here that 

can’t be ignored).

- In the ‘blood out of a stone’ scenario, you can’t tell if students are really 

stuck or just too unsure of themselves to offer a public answer.

- Very often ‘Hands up’ goes together with closed questions with very 

short ‘think time. We are not comfortable with silence –and expect 
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why ‘hands up’ is such a poor strategy:

- Only one person gets to answer at a time so you have no idea what 

most people are thinking.

- The answer can be offered before others have had a chance to work it 

out for themselves.

- Students can opt out of answering or thinking altogether if they choose 

to. They can hide.

- It is difficult to express confusion or simply to say that you don’t know the 

answer.

- In the ‘forest of hands’ scenario, the competitiveness inhibits less 

confident students (and there are gender-specific behaviours here that 

can’t be ignored).

- In the ‘blood out of a stone’ scenario, you can’t tell if students are really 

stuck or just too unsure of themselves to offer a public answer.

- Very often ‘Hands up’ goes together with closed questions with very 

short ‘think time. We are not comfortable with silence –and expect 

responses within seconds of asking a question.

- Ingrained patterns of behaviour develop; students who always put a 

hand up and students who never do.

So, what changes when you ask routinely, ‘in your pairs, discuss…..’:

- Crucially, in doing this you are creating a small bubble of security around each 

pair; a safe space where they can think for a while and say whatever they like. ‘I 

think X’, ‘No, I think Y’…’I haven’t got a clue’, ‘I wasn’t really listening’ ‘It is more 

complicated than that… maybe it is X except when it is Y?’

- In this bubble it is safe to admit you don’t understand and the pair can pluck up 

the courage together to report this back. Easier to say ‘we don’t get it’ rather 

than ‘I don’t get it’.

- Every single student can engage in answering the question; they are all 

generating answers simultaneously – and there is less chance of hiding. Shy 

students will speak to their partner; the blood comes out of the stone! It has an 

immediate effect.

- Two heads are better than one. If the question is a good one, pairs can debate 

their answer. They can then rehearse it and feedback to each other..’yes, that 

sounds good but maybe also say this….

- When the teacher brings the class together to hear answers, the students are 

repeating something they have rehearsed. It is easy to report back ‘we thought 

that maybe it is XYZ’ when you have already thought this through… compared to 

being put on the spot with a cold question. It is crucial in the report-back phase 
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WHY FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT IS VITAL

- Teaching isn’t just imparting knowledge, it’s getting 

students to learn how to learn

- The more students engage with the content – and 

do it out loud – to you, their peers, to themselves, 

the better

- Your expertise comes into play watching for 

common (and uncommon?) misconceptions – you 

must look at your students responses to know 

when teachable moments happe
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Questions & Answers
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John Mayer

jmayer@cali.org
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Wrap Up

Survey – Your Feedback is Important!

Please consider joining the Section on 

Technology, Law and Legal Education

Thank you for your attendance!
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